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In mid-September, Nigel

: Lo, : aville, an assistant . Britis}
4 o " .'By BERNARD GWERTZMAN aval attache, and the thre{(
i ' © N e Slar Slag W sion ; : ;
i S . The' United ‘States today re-[fsiewer of Nebraska, CfIf

eorge A. Aubrey, of Al ]
d., and Maj. James F. Smil{{
f Oklahoma—received permisf
ion from the Soviet Foreiflt
ffice to make a trip the lengpf
f Russia. o s
They wre to go to Japan v
he” Trans-Siberia railroad a
y ship from the Russian po
f Nakhoda, adjoining the nav
ase at Vladivostok. From J
an they were {0 roturn to the
ovist Ution via Hong Ko

oo | dected  Russian . charges | that]
Lowt v | four Western military attaches/
.were engaged in espionage ac-
T g tivities  while traveling from
& s ) iMoscow to Japan last week.

g - & it i, The State Department -denial;
| came’ on the heels of a ‘Soviet
i |:mote. which ignored Western
.| protests that Soviet officials had
cv e | Horeibly entered and searched
WL RE Ithe hotel rooms of the attaches
S A ~—three Americans and one Bri-j
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W E " |IForeign Ministry. to the Unitedileven & ) AT CAge!
401 il |:States and British embassies jnl|of_intellizence thaf { 5

‘Moscow today accusod tho nte(lACHOS_Wcro on fact-{inding
“intelli- {IIGSION._hince. their route--w
tussian ‘officials anfl:

thering
nol @_ﬁaraﬂway stations, » known_to

“ - | bridges, tunnels, radar installa-ﬁ- e a B
tlons, airfields, location of mili-{smce thev wouid be trailed all'
'tary “detachments and other’ithe way, there was hardl
_|objectives of defense. signifi- | anything of a clandestine natur
: lcance"” : T " that thay wouid be.a'li{Ie lo d?.
b . - Ti ' But jusi being a keen obser
. Film, Notes Listed ver in- the Soviet Union is
. “AlL this leaves no doubt that .risky business. It is illogal an
~Jthe trip . . . was a pre-pl.anne_d:,is consideced espionage to ph
. fand carefully prepared.intelli- ‘gooraph, skeich, or take note
cuce operation,” the Russian [$hout bridges, * alrfields, rail}
tatement_said. road terminals, factories or
- It added that the attaches had anything else remotely con-}
Gooemhosl s (with them 900 'frames .of 6x- |nected with defense matters.
"o jposed film, notes of intelligence Presumably, having diploma] ‘
0 Tt v Tpssignments in” 36 notebooks,|tic  ammunily,  the attacheff PYRGHT
A e kpecial opt,u_:al apparatus andj|mighc have been freer wit)
oy v [pther “technical means of intel-||their picture taking or note wri
igence,” ing than an ordinary touris

U.S. Rejects Charges might have been.

dents” ‘that neither ' side has® = |
made publie. - R T ‘
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{Sovidt reply is “unsatisfactory;
ih vipw of the fact that it does, 'why the Russians wanted ¢
i ints in; |show their muscle. As they lef
;jafter searching Aubrey’s room

Mgarshall Wright, State De-
arftment assistant press
okpsman, told reporters that!
e Wnited States “‘rejected” the!
éspiohage charges. He said -the(

The United States and Great.

italn had protested primarily’
that 15 Soviet sccret policemen
hpd |violated the diplomatic
ilmpnity of the attaches by
their way into the hotel
fqomq early in the morning of
Sdpt. |29, by searching -the at-
possessions and by con-|
Itigeati g.some of, their belong-
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arrived in Hong Kong today e
route back to Moscow. The S
viet note, however, suggeste
that they might not be allowe
to re-enter Russia. . - _
It is somewhat of a myster

the head of the group said, “I
you keep this secret, so wil
we.

and British attaches have ha
their ear smashed (in Lenin
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This year alone, American

grad), been the victim of drug-
ging (in Odessa) and had an
angry .erowd accusd. them of
spying  (in Tula), .= .

Military attaches are not the’
only ones subject to harrass-
ment. The United States Em--
bassy, for instance, sends ¢ivil-
ian diplomats on as many trips
s. possible. On these journeys
o the hinterland, the officers -
re subject to the vagaries of -
he local security officers. :
Sometimes, local book shopg
ill ‘close down “for inventory'’.
vhen an American diplomat'is
buspected of benig on a “book- ",
buying expedition” for the Cen- .
ral Intelligence Agency. High-
vays suddenly have been closed i
Mor repairs and busline sched-z‘;;;
tles cancelled when an Amerf-
ran was on the way. , . -
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